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Care and Maintenance of Indoor Fountains

OVERVIEW:

Disconnect from power source before any maintenance attempt.

Ensure there is sufficient water to run pump motor.

Check and maintain water level daily.

Replace water regularly.

Disconnect pump and flush under clean running water to remove any residue build up at least on a monthly basis.  

MORE DETAIL:

It is recommended to have your fountain running no longer than for 8 hours of continuous use and to ensure that there is sufficient water to cover the pump outer casing. If the pump runs without sufficient water it will be damaged.

It is advisable to check the water levels in your fountain daily and replenish water as it evaporates. The rate of evaporation depends on the weather, i.e. in very dry weather conditions it is likely that more water will evaporate than during humid weather conditions. Also, continuous and prolonged use of the pump can accelerate the rate of water evaporation. 

Where a fountain is kept will have a lot to do with how often it should be cleaned. Try to avoid placing a fountain in direct sunlight as it will encourage the growth of algae and will need to be cleaned more frequently. One of the best ways to keep a fountain clean is to run it. Water will evaporate by running the fountain and most probably chlorinated tap water will be added to replenish it. If hard water is used it should be changed more often because over a period of time the minerals in the water become very concentrated. The use of distilled water will keep the fountain cleaner for longer and help to prolong the life of the pump.

When the fountain is cleaned, all debris should be rinsed from the reservoir and the pump flushed at least once per month under the tap to remove any build up of accumulated sludge from the atmosphere. If you find the pump has stopped or slowed in its water delivery, it probably needs only to be flushed as above.

Hard water scale deposits can be removed from the pump and most objects in the fountain by soaking them in water and vinegar solution or any lime based cleaner or similar. Or you can put a couple of drops of bleach or 1/2 teaspoon of hydrogen peroxide to keep the water clear and algae free.

As most fountains/water features will inevitably cause moisture to accumulate or splashing in some form, it is advisable for water features not to be placed on or near furniture and or electrical devices without adequate protection.

Always ensure the pump is disconnected from the electricity supply before attempting any maintenance.

Treated and maintained in this way, your pump and water feature should give you years of enjoyment.
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